
A How to Guide: 
Hunting Fentanyl Networks



WHY ARE WE HERE?



THE BACKGROUND

1.Early 2010s: Fentanyl began to appear in the illicit drug market in the United States and Canada. It 
was often added to heroin or sold as counterfeit prescription pills, leading to a surge in overdose 
deaths.

2. Mid-2010s: The crisis escalated with a rapid increase in the production and distribution of illicit 
fentanyl and its analogs. This synthetic opioid is much more potent than heroin and other opioids, 
making it especially dangerous.

3. Late 2010s and Beyond: The fentanyl crisis continued to grow, with fentanyl-related overdose 
deaths becoming a significant public health issue. Law enforcement agencies, health authorities, 
and policymakers have been working to address this crisis through various means, including drug 
interdiction efforts and harm reduction strategies.



PRESENT DAY

• “Xylazine is making the deadliest drug threat our country has ever 
faced, fentanyl, even deadlier.”

• Darkweb? No. 

• Social media sites are being used by drug manufacturers to advertise 
their “goods”



So, how easy is it to find?



A SIMPLE SEARCH



THE PLATFORMS - FACEBOOK



THE PLATFORMS - INSTAGRAM



THE PLATFORMS - LINKEDIN



THE PLATFORMS – SOUNDCLOUD?



DIME A DOZEN



THE TTPs
• Secure Messaging Apps (Wickr, Telegram, WhatsApp, Signal) 

• Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) Numbers (437-38-7, 7361-61-7, 

40064-34-4)

• Women in PFP

• Selling Precursors (Piperidone)

• Posing as “Research” Chemical manufacturers

• Shipping through Mexico or Europe

• Operating out of China 



TIME TO HUNT



THE TARGET



THE TARGET



THE TARGET



THE TARGET



THE TARGET



THE TARGET



THE TARGET



THE TARGET







A HOPELESS ENDEAVOUR?
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