
OIL BUT AT WHAT COST?: BRUSSELS’ 
MURKY PARTNERSHIP WITH 

AZERBAIJAN



2023: THE END OF HISTORY 
POSTPONED



THE SECOND NAGORNO-KARABAKH WAR 

• Autonomous territory in the USSR. 

• First war upon independence, which Armenia won.

• War erupted again in 2020, ended with Azerbaijan’s formal victory last week.

• Historic: the first recorded use of spyware in wartime.



THE ALIYEVS’ AZERBAIJAN



DIGITAL 
AUTOCRACY 

FROM WITHIN

• Earliest signs from 2012.

• Spyware leveraged against 

journalists, dissidents, and 

LGBTQ+ community members.

• Prolific use of revenge porn, 

fake dating and escorting site 

profiles.



DIGITAL 
AUTOCRACY 

FROM WITHOUT



WHY?



WHAT ABOUT RUSSIA?



WHAT’S NEXT?
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