


THE COOPERATION

• Joint investigation by Nordic public 
broadcasters: YLE, NRK, DR, SVT.

• Published in April and May 2023.

• Investigative documentary series: 3 x 
60 minutes.

• Podcast series: 7 x 30 minutes.

• Global Impact, news production.





How to uncover Russia’s espionage activities?
• Concept of hybrid warfare on land, at sea 

and online.

Targets: key infrastructure sites and 
installations, technology. collecting 
information about power and internet 
cables, offshore wind farms, oil and gas 
pipelines.

• We developed a large database with a 
graphical interface which could analyze civil 
vessels and spy ships, their routes linked to 
subsea infrastructure.

• Espionage as security threat. In the event of 
a conflict with the West, they are prepared 
and know how/where they can paralyze our 
society.



RUSSIAN SPY SHIPS  
• Ten years of data on how Russian 

vessels allegedly have conducted 
espionage and intelligence 
gathering along the Norwegian 
coast, near Svalbard, and in the 
Barents Sea.

• Built our own system to analyze 
millions of AIS-positions. A large 
database of the ships' own position 
reports from three different 
sources, we were able to 
corroborate Russian civil vessels' 
historic sailing tracks with the 
alleged covert activity. They could 
look for patterns that didn't fit 
normal civil activity but matched 
the sources' description of 
intelligence gathering.

• Findings: 50 spy ships in Nordic 
waters were operating with shut 
AIS signals – out there mapping 
critical infrastructure. 



• One of the ‘dark vessels’ is the naval ship 
"Admiral Vladimirsky" - officially used for 
research expeditions.

• Through a Russian military program, critical 
infrastructure such as underwater cables 
and wind farms in the Nordic region is 
secretly mapped.

• As our crew approached the ship on the sea 
between Sweden and Denmark, masked 
men stepped out on the deck. One of them 
is in uniform, wearing what appears to be a 
bulletproof vest and armed with a Russian 
automatic weapon.

• This is what happened →

RUSSIAN SPY SHIPS





RUSSIAN SPY SHIPS
• Arctic cable cut and Nord Stream explosions.

• Was Russia up to something at sea?

→We used: AIS data collection and 
analysis. But for the dark vessels that wasn’t 
enough.

→ Intercepted Russian naval 
communication. 

→ Analysis of satellite images.

• Findings: Spy ship program mapping critical 
infrastructure. No proof if sabotage was 
carried out but could be used for future 
potential sabotage.

• We mapped the positions of several ships 
operating nearby the second Nord Stream 
explosion in the Baltic Sea. 







"THE MAGIC LIST"

• Secret list with names of Russian 
diplomats / intelligence officers

• Challenge: managing sources

• Verifying information – one 
source is not enough

• Gathering clues, dots and data

• Dossier center – leaked data



• Recognize these guys? 

• Russian databases helped reveal
famous spy cases all over Europe.

• Not so sophisticated as their 
reputation in the west.

• Intelligence services – conflicts
within Russia, compeating for 
Putin’s attention. Registred at 
their intelligence headquarters, 
the data brings them out of the 
shadows, why? 





Russian Military Intelligence Service, 
→ GRU Headquarters







INDUSTRIAL ESPIONAGE → SPY MEETS INTELLIGENCE OFFICER IN THE OPEN





• Danish right-wing activist 
Rasmus Paludan's burning 
of the quran and 
Sweden's turbulent NATO 
process inspired a Russian 
influence campaign, 
leaked documents reveal. 
In a collaboration, SVT has 
mapped 10 staged 
demonstrations.

• Russian intelligence has 
planned fake protests in 
European cities.

• Documents from within 
Russian intelligence that 
describe the campaigns.

ONLINE MISINFORMATION CAMPAIGNS

• Goal → Create disorder, have Turkish and 
European media report on the actions.



”WHAT THE KREMLIN DENIES IS USUALLY CORRECT”



”THEY ARE WRONG”

→ Dimitri Peskov, Kreml 
spokesperson





SUMMARY / KEY FINDINGS

EPISODE 1

Investigating Russian spy ships 
and dark vessels. 50 ships in 
Nordic waters were operating 
with shut down AIS signals –
mapping critical infrastructure.

EPISODE 2

Russian embassies in the Nordic 
countries. 38 active and former 
diplomats connected to the SVR, 
GRU or FSB. In collaboration with 
the Dossier Center. 

EPISODE 3

Positioning three Russian vessels 
operating nearby the Nord 
Stream explosion sites in June 
and September 2022. One of the 
vessels was present at the 
location 5 days before the 
incident.



THANK U!
→maria.georgieva@svt.se
→ Signal: +46735420042

mailto:maria.georgieva@svt.se
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